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VL Extratt of a Letter concerning the Poi-
on of Henbane-Roots, from Dr. Parouillar,
Phyfician at Toucy in France, to M. Geof-
froy, F. R.S. and Member of the Royal
Academy of Sciences at Paris, communicated
ta the RoyaL SociETy, London, by Sir
Hans Sloane, Med. Reg. and Pref. R.S.
Tranflated from the French by T.S. M. D.
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February o. 1737.
" THE 26th of laft Month, I was called to a Cot-
tage very near Toucy ; where I was furprifed
to find nine Perfons together, all having the true
Symptoms of being poifon’d; with this Difference,
that fome were {peechlefs, and thew’d no other Signs
of Life than by Convalfions, Contortions of their
Limbs, and the Rifius Sardonicus s all having their
Eyes ftarting out of their Heads, and their Mouths
drawn backwards on both Sides; others had all the
Symptoms alike. However, five of them did now
and then open their Mouths, but it was to utter
Howlings: And whenever they exprefs'd articulated
Words,. it feem’d as if they would prophefy. Onc,
for Example, faid, In a Month my Neighbour will
lofe a Cow: Another, In a little time you will {ee
the Crown Picces of fixty Pence at five Livres [100d.}
Among thefe nine Perfons there was a Woman five
Months gone with Child, a Child of two Years ; four
Boys of ¢, 12, 15 and 18; and three Girls of 15,
17 and 19 Years of Age, who had all thrce the Mif-
forrune
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fortune of the Green-ficknefs upon them at that
Jun&ure of Time. The Madnefs of all thefe Patients.
was {o complete, and their Agitations fo violent,
that in order to give one of them the Antidote, I
was forced to employ fix ftrong Men to hold him,
while I was getting his Teeth afunder, to pour down
the Remedy: And as they could not all.be watch’d
at once, one of the Boys got away, 3nd ran to a
Pond 100 Paces from the Houfe, into which he
leap'd 5 but as he was feen, he was foon taken out.
You muft be {enfible, Sir, what Confufion I was in
at fo prefling a Jun&ure of Time.

*Twas vain to examine thofe Wretches concerning
the Nature of the Poifon they had taken, as they
wete quite fenfelefs. = Happily the Father of the Fa-
mily, by being abfent, was free from this Mif-
fortune. Of him I learn'd, that digging his Garden
the preceding Day, he had found feveral Roots refem-
bling common Parfnipss and having carried -them
home for Parfnips, they were boil'd in the Soop ;
and the unlucky Miftake was not apprehended, till
the Children were in this dreadful State. He de-
fcribed to me the Plant, which he thought he had
taken. for Parfuipss whereupon 1 went into the
Garden, in order to find and know what it was; but
as it had no Leaves, I was obliged to derive the
Knowledge of it from the Roots; and foon knew it
to be the Henbane, which is a very firong Poifon ;
and fo much the more dangerous, as the Patients
could give no Account of their Ailments, nor of
the Quality of the Poifon they had taken.
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To the Boys I gave the Turtar. Stibiat. in fo latge
a Dofe, that the oldeft took 45 Grains, and the others
in Proportion.

For the Woman, 1 had recourle to Theriaca in a
triple Dofe; not thinking it fafe to give her the
Emetic, on account of her Pregnancy. I gave the
fame Remedy to the Child, by reafon of its Ten-
dernefs.

To the Girls, befides the Theriaca, which they
took in very large Dofes, (having made ufe of four
Ounces of it) I gave warm Milk, wherein I dif-
folved Salt of Rue: The next Day 1 vifited the Pa-.
tients, and found them in a quite differcnt Con-
dition ; for they had all recoverd the Ufe of their
Recafon, but remember’d nothing of what happen’d.

All this Day, every Objeét appeard double to
them, that is, upon looking at a Man, a Beaft, or a
Tree, they faw two.

I return’d to fee them the next Day, and found
that the Symptoms were removed ; but were fucceeded
by another altogether as furpnﬁng, to wit, all Ob-
jets appear’d to them as red as Scarlet. This laft
Symptom ceafed gradually on the third Day, and fince
that Time they have made no Complaint.
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